
Graphic Design • Marketing • Project 
Management •  Photography • Writing 
Sculpture • Art Education •  Gardening
Landscaping • Advocate for Humanity

christie@laughinghandsstudio.com
303-396-5163

CHRISTIE ABEL

EXPERIENCE
LAUGHING HANDS STUDIO, LLC., FRISCO, CO
OWNER / ARTIST / DESIGNER / PHOTOGRAPHER / PROJECT MANAGER, 2012 - Current
• Design marketing collateral including logos, ads, brochures, banners, posters and postcards.
• Create 3-dimensional works of art: metal, wood, clay, books and snow.
• Set up and direct photo shoots.
• Coordinate events and projects from conception to completion.

COLORADO ACTIVITY CENTERS, INC., FRISCO, CO
ART DIRECTOR / DESIGNER, 2003-2013; OFFICE MANAGER / TRADE SHOW COORDINATOR, 2007-2008
• Designed Colorado tourism magazines from start to finish, including in-house sales 
 collateral, time lines, publish dates, ads, layout and editorial.
• Corresponded with ad reps, chamber committees, writers and photographers.
• Coordinated with trade show partners.

KEYSTONE SIGN SHOP / VAIL RESORTS, KEYSTONE, CO
GRAPHIC DESIGNER / SIGN MAKER / ARTIST, 2010-2012
• Coordinated with all departments for design needs, ranging from marketing and public 
 relations collateral, to signage and 3 dimensional works of art.
• Updated and maintained brand standards to ensure consistency throughout the resort.

THE ART CENTER, GYPSUM, CO
DIRECTOR / ART TEACHER, 2009-2010
• Managed daily operations, inventory, and scheduling.
• Created marketing collateral and grand-opening installations.
• Scheduled teachers, visiting artists and PR meetings with the Colorado Council of the Arts.
• Taught photography, clay, and design. 

THOMAS MANGELSON’S IMAGES OF NATURE, BRECKENRIDGE, CO
SALES ASSOCIATE, 2005-2006
• Educated clients about Thomas Mangelson’s photography and the story behind each image. 

IMBABAZI ORPHANAGE, RWANDA, AFRICA
VOLUNTEER ADMIN & TEACHER: ENGLISH / ART / DESIGN, 2002-2003
• Taught basic English, Art and Sports to 100+ Rwandan children and introduced design, 
 photography and marketing skills to the older students.
• Assisted the director with tours, administrative projects and editorial material.  
• Developed and proposed a business plan for a self sustaining home.

ABEL DESIGNS, FRISCO, CO
FREELANCE PHOTOGRAPHY / GRAPHIC DESIGN, 1996-2012
• Managed freelance business designing logos, business ID packages, ads, and brochures.
• Medium format photography for local furniture company: found locations, set up and 
 directed photo shoots.

EDUCATION
FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY,
TALLAHASSEE, FL
B.S. in Marketing; 1991

PLATT COLLEGE,
AURORA, CO
A.O.S in Graphic Design, 1996

METRO STATE COLLEGE,
DENVER, CO
Art Education; 2006

RECOGNITION
EXHIBITED PHOTOGRAPHER, 
KIDZONE AFRICA EXHIBIT, TRUCKEE, CA

PENLAND SCHOOL OF CRAFT AND DESIGN;
SCHOLARSHIP FOR ‘THE URGENCY OF TEACHING ART!’
SPRUCE PINE, NC

SKILLS
GRAPHIC DESIGN / ART:
Adobe CC: InDesign, Illustrator, Photoshop, Acrobat.
Photography: set up and direct photo shoots.
3D Art: metal, wood, clay, books, snow.

COMMUNICATION / ORGANIZATION:
Correspond with clients, designers, photographers 
and committees to coordinate design and client’s 
needs, scheduling and deadlines. 

MANAGEMENT:
Project Management: manage projects and events, 
from conception to completion.

TEACHING:
Art & Design: photography, clay, jewelry, and design.
Ski Instructor, ages 3-6. 

ACTIVITIES & INTERESTS
Music, Art, Photography, Sustainable Design, Culture, 
Travel, Health & Wellness, Biking, Hiking;

2012-2013 Keystone Snow Sculptures, Keystone, CO
‘Patrick the Penguin’ (6’ x 8’)

Volunteer: 
 Mountain Gorilla Conservation Fund, Rwanda  
 Imbabazi Orphanage, Gisenyi, Rwanda
 ‘I am Able’ Handicap Cycling Team, Rwanda

“Hello, I’m Christie. I have nearly two decades of professional experience in graphic design, 
art direction and photography. Although I love all aspects of design, I am also in awe 
of the indomitable human spirit and stories of those who have overcome extraordinary 
obstacles and experiences. 
As a humanitarian at heart, I find inspiration in travel, design, nature and the human 
race. Mother earth is my favorite artist and therefore, I am also an advocate for 
sustainable design. 
My ultimate desire is to spread joy, inspiration and hope throughout my work so that 
all of humanity may embrace a sense of awe, wonder and worthiness, trusting that we 
each have a purpose (and gifts) to share. And, in doing so, we create peace and harmony 
within ourselves, our community and our world. 
Although we live in a diverse world, I find much joy in the common thread of unity that 
thrives through the perspective and language of love, laughter and smiles. It is a great 
pleasure to work with people and organizations who value health and wellbeing, 
community, humanity, creativity and growth.

“

 “Once a person is determined to help themselves, 
there is nothing that can stop them!” ~ Nelson Mandela


